
HEGELMANN GROUP ACQUIRES 
LNG-POWERED TRUCKS

Hegelmann Group, a German-based freight and logistics 
company, has acquired five LNG-powered trucks. It is 
planned that by 2025 such trucks will make up at least 20 
percent of the company's vehicle fleet. These trucks will not 
only reduce pollution, but also contribute to the effectiveness 
of the company’s activities. In February, the Iveco Stralis 
460 NP will depart for their first trips in Europe.

A long-term way to build 
sustainability

ive trucks powered by liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) are just the   
beginning. It is expected that by 

2025 they will make up at least 20 
percent of the company’s total vehicle  
fleet, which currently includes about 
4,000 trucks.
 According to Siegfried Hegelmann, 
a shareholder in the Hegelmann 
Group, motivation behind the 
purchase of these trucks was driven 
by the pursuit of sustainability: “As 
one of the largest carriers in Europe, 
we feel responsible for creating a more 
sustainable environment. For us, it is 
like a mission – we aim to introduce 
our customers to new trucks and show 

them that they are as efficient as 
diesel. At the same time, it is a new 
and long-term way to create 
sustainability and customers have the 
opportunity to contribute to it."
 According to Hegelmann, the 
choice of the Iveco Stralis 460 NP was 
inspired by the years of experience, as 
well as price-performance ratio of the 
manufacturer of these trucks. “This 
company is a pioneer in LNG 
technology that has developed the 
most powerful 460 horsepower 
engines on the market. This is 
especially important for us, as trucks 
have to travel over long routes that 
span over a wide variety of terrain, 
requiring maximum engine capacity,” 
the company's shareholder explains.

 

Ernestas Jakubonis, Head of Iveco's 
Representative Office in the Baltic 
Area, identifies this move by the 
Hegelmann Group as a significant sign 
of modernity. “We have discussed this 
solution with the Hegelmann Group 
and I have no doubt that this company 
is fully committed not only to business 
development but also to sharing – it 
already participates in major social 

programs, sponsors schools and 
hospitals, and this less polluting 
transport option is a great future 
insight. A company that is mature, 
well-versed in this area of business 
and its mission in this world should be 
the one to think about such things,” 
says Jakubonis.
 According to Hegelmann, the trend 
of sustainability in the transport sector 
is slowly increasing, therefore, the 
company has already started taking 
decisions. “As a shareholder, I am 
responsible for how our business will 
evolve and, together with other major 
transportation companies, I would like 
to share the image of what our future 
should look like. I believe that if this 
approach is appropriate, most of other 
companies will follow. Every day, 
trucks are on the road and the 
environment is polluted by them on a 
daily basis. We want to show that 
goods can be transported in an 
environmentally friendly way. It is a 
decision that makes us think about the 
future,” the shareholder explains.
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Not only less polluting, but 
also efficient

ccording to the Head of Iveco's 
Representative Office in the 
Baltic Area, a vehicle powered 

by such a gas reduces pollutant 
emissions by 90 to 95 percent 
compared to a diesel engine, and also 
reduces CO2 emissions by 95 percent 
when using biomethane. This means 
that LNG is not only less harmful to 
the environment but also less harmful 
to human health. In this respect, it is 
much cleaner than any other currently 
used gas for heavy duty transport. 
With the introduction of green energy 
requirements in the European Union, 
CO2 emissions from cars will have to 
be reduced by 40 percent from 2030, 
so most companies will have to 
reconsider fuel alternatives sooner or 
later.
 LNG technology is considered 
efficient when it is cheaper than 
gasoline/diesel and when the vehicle 
with a full tank can run for at least 
1,200 km. This means that the 
consumer, in this case the transport 
logistics company, must not incur 
higher costs than using conventional 
trucks. According to Jakubonis, 
Iveco's long-standing experience 
demonstrates the advantages of gas 
transport: research has shown that an 

LNG truck uses up to 10-15 percent 
less fuel than a diesel truck, and can 
run up to 1,600 kilometres with a full 
tanks.

Initial directions – from 
Germany to France and Italy

n mid-February, Hegelmann 
Group management visited 
Iveco's headquarters in Turin. The 

manufacturer introduced fuel-efficient 
and cost-effective digital technologies 
and Hegelmann Group has tested 
alternative fuels and eco-friendly 
vehicles at the test site. During the 
meeting, the working groups analysed 
the prospects for sustainable transport 
acquisition and cooperation, the 
development of the vehicle fleet and 
the ignition keys to the purchased 5 
LNG trucks were handed over.
 The development of the Hegelmann 
Group's fleet of LNG trucks will depend 
not only on how customers appreciate 
the service, but also on the LNG filling 
station infrastructure in Europe. It is 
currently developing a network of such 
service stations, which are already 
numerous in France, Germany or the 
Netherlands. Lithuania does not have 
an LNG station yet, but has a seaport 
terminal where it is possible to bring in 
LNG and use it to refuel trucks.
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 Hegelmann hopes that this 
technology will spread rapidly and that 
the company will be able to carry out 
its planned expansion and that truck 
routes will extend across Europe. For 
the time being, the geographic 
directions of these five trucks will go 
via Germany to France and Italy, and 
there will also be a number of round 
trips. In addition to LNG trucks, 
regular trucks will continue to drive on 
these routes as usual.
 As part of the moving towards 
ecology, the company also seeks to 
point out the issue of forests in Europe 
due to drought and climate change, 
and plans to plant 7,000 trees in 
Europe - as a number of employees of 
the Hegelmann Group.
 The Hegelmann Group began 
operations in 1998, when the 
Hegelmann brothers began providing 
transportation services across Europe. 
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